
Email from Cynthia Defibaugh, ILDC Fox Island Playground Chairperson to Mary Mertz, Director, 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
 
Tues, Sept., 15, 2020 
 
Dear Director Mertz: 
Thank you for your attention to this email. You may or may not have Indian Lake on your 
immediate radar, but we would like to bring to your attention to the proposed all-inclusive 
playground for Fox Island State Beach by ILDC, a non-profit group dedicated to improving our 
great state parks here at Indian Lake. 
Fox Island is one of the gems of the Indian Lake State Park system, a quiet, shaded area for 
swimming, fishing, family picnics and reunions. We feel that Fox Island is the idea place for an 
all-inclusive playground. The proposed project will cost approximately $250,000. We are well 
on our way to obtaining that goal. 
We understand when George Sholtis was park manager of Indian Lake that a new handicap-
accessible restroom was possible for Fox Island and had been proposed. We know that there 
have been budget cuts due to the Covid-19 virus; however, please know that more and more 
people are staying close to home and utilizing our state parks. We see it here everyday. 
I would like to know if that restroom facility is still a possibility in the next year or two. Fox 
Island is the only park area that did not get a restroom upgrade with the others many years 
ago. Granted, Fox Island was on sanitary sewer at the time when the others were on vault 
toilets. I remember it well as I worked for the Logan County Sanitary Sewer District when they 
went in. The time has truly come for the upgrade for Fox Island. 
With the investment that the ILDC is willing to make, along with the Logan County Board of 
Developmental Disabilities for an addition of an all-inclusive playground, this restroom would 
further enhance the experience for those with mobility issues. 
Along with this proposed all-inclusive playground by ILDC and the Logan County Board of DD, 
another group will be placing a solid runway and platform on the right side of the beach, facing 
the water so those with wheelchairs may be easily brought to the water’s edge. Otherwise, 
they struggle to move through the sand. Fox Island also has a handicap fishing pier. 
I strongly urge you to consider this restroom upgrade a priority for your next budget. This 
addition will make Fox Island one of the most all-inclusive, people friendly state parks in the 
Ohio system. 
On a side note, I noticed in your biography that you are an avid sailor but had not listed Indian 
Lake as one of your sailing haunts. Come to Indian Lake and as a trustee of the Indian Lake 
Yacht Club, I will see that you are sailing on Indian Lake as our honored guest. There’s still great 
sailing in September and October. 
Please come and see the potential of this great park area. We would be greatly honored. 
Sincerely, 
Cynthia Defibaugh 


